
Dear colleagues, dear friends,

it seems incredible, but another  
issue of our quarterly magazine 
is  here.  The Czech Chamber  of  
Sign  Language  Interpreters  is  
coming to you in a very strange 
springtime  –  or  what  kind  of  
a really  obscure  weather  period 
are  we  going  through  these 
days,  yeah?  So,  please,  stop 
freeezzzzzziiiing  for  a  moment 
and  let  me  tell  you  some  hot  
(and warming) news about what  
is new at our place.

First,  as  you  can see,  we have 
got a new signing interpreter on 
our  IS  video.  Marketa  is  not  
leaving  us,  of  course,  we  just 
arranged  this  alternation  and 
hopefully you’ll appreciate Mirek 
starring  as  someone  new  on 
your screen:-)

No other changes are waiting for  
you from our side. Everything is  
going  fine,  sometimes  better,  
sometimes  worse.  As  in  every 
field  of  humans’  life,  there  are 
good and bad days. Perhaps all  
around Europe there are people 
waiting  for  someone’s  help  or 
service and some other “people” 
cutting  down  the  funds  for  
providing all the work that seems 
to  be  unnecessary. The  Czech 
Deaf are now gaining this kind of  
experience (and not for the first  
time, unfortunately) – the funds 
for  sign  language  interpreting 
have been restricted heavily. 

Of  course,  we are not  those to  
solve this problem, we just have 
to share it  with our clients and 
wait for better times. 

But  first,  let’s  wish  more  sun  
and flowers and green grass to  
everyone  –  and  to  the  politi-
cians, too!

Warm regards
Your Jana and The Chamber’s people

The Chamber in General
In  the first  weeks of  the new year, 
our Board created a document with 
all the issues to be solved in 2013. It 
contains  a  very  exhausting  list  of 
problems and tasks! The Chamber is 
very  lucky  to  have  quite  a  lot  of 
volunteers,  but this list looks like a 
very bad news mainly for the board 
members. 
But last three months were fulfilled 
not just with work. After our Christ-
mas party, we also held another one 
–  together  with  the  Chamber  of 
Court  Appointed  Interpreters  and 
Translators of the Czech Republic. It 
was  a  very  pleasant  evening  that 
took  place  at  very  beautiful  and 
luxurious  antique Clam-Gallas  Palace 
in the Old Town of Prague. 
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The Chamber and Culture
A  very  interesting  exhibition  was 
interpreted  for  our  Deaf  clients  by 
our members:  Frantisek Kupka’s life-
time  work  at  the  National  Gallery. 
Kupka was a famous painter  of  the 
first  half  of  20th  century,  working 
(and exhibiting and selling) not only 
in  the  Czech  Republic,  but  also  in 
France.  Some of his works you can 
see here:

And with one of the interpreters:

 

Another  exhibitions  to  be  inter-
preted  are  actually  being  planned. 
We also go on with inviting our Deaf 
clients  to  the  theatres.  Recently, 
they have had an opportunity to see 
The  Little  Tree’s  Education  and 
About the Naughty Kids. 
In  February,  The  International  Con-
ference  Universal  Learning  Design 
took  place  in  Brno,  at  Masaryk 
University. As a cultural event at the 
conference,  there  was  an  instru-
mental concert that was interpreted 
by our interpreters. You cannot see 
it,  you  cannot  hear  the  music,  but 
there are some pictures for you:
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The  Chamber  has  also  invited  our 
members for  a very interesting edu-
cational  opportunity  –  The Fortnight-
long Course of Interpreting of Literary 
and Music Works. It will take place in 
the summer,  and although I  am not 
sure,  whether  to  put  this  piece  of 
information  into  the  educational,  or 
into  the  cultural  column,  one  thing 
I am really sure of: It will  be a great 
time at this course!

The Chamber and Education
Our  Certification  Educational  Program 
goes on year after year. In last three 
months, our weekend courses focused 
mainly  on topics  from social  services 
and on linguistic issues for interpreters. 

But  the Chamber  works  not  only  on 
the  professional  educating,  we  are 
trying to spread the information about 
the Deaf among all the people. One of 
the ways is our common project with 
the  Czech  Scouts  –  a  set  of  short 
videos  focusing  on  the  life  of  the 
Deaf. You can watch them here.

A  now,  that’s  all,  folks.  I  hope  you 
enjoyed spending your time together 
with us and I am looking forward to all 
of  you  in  our  Summer  Issue!  Have 
a great  time  at  work  and  at  your 
home! 

Yours, Jana - and the entire BIP team.
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